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IN THE CLAIMS / 

Please amend claims 1 and 16 as follows: 




1 . (Currently amended) A program guide for an interactive info i mation distribution 
stem having provider equipment and subscriber equipment com|: rising: 

a video layer of said program guide having at least one use • selectable object^ 
said video layer sent from said provider equipment to said subscrib er equipment: and 

a\<jraphics layer of said program guide, where the graphics layer selectively 
provides Emphasis and de-emphasis of said at least one user selectable object in the 
video layer. 

2. (Original)\he program guide of claim 1 wherein said video I ayer contains a video 
region and a graphical region. 

3. (Original) The program guide of claim 1 wherein said progrci m guide is generated 
in a central location of saiil information distribution system. 



of saih^nf< 



4. (Original) The program^uide of claim 2 wherein the video i ugion contains a 
video barker having associated at^io. 

5. (Original) The program guide o^claim 2 wherein said graph i sal region contains a 
list of program titles. \^ 

\ 

6. (Original) The program guide of claim i^herein said emph: isis and de-emphasis 
is performed by masking or revealing an object. 

7. (Original) The program guide of claim 6 wherein^to perforn said masking and 
revealing, the graphics layer selectively changes an opacity of a r ; gion of the graphics 
layer. 
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(Original) The program guide of claim 1 wherein the video h;./er and graphics 
la^r are contained in an applet. 

riginal) The program guide of claim 1 wherein an identity ;f an emphasized 
object is'bontrolled by a viewer. 

10. (Origiral) The program guide of claim 1 wherein the empha • ized object is a 
selectable objec 

1 1 . (Original) Th\program guide of claim 1 wherein the empha ; ized object is 
highlighted. 



12. (Original) The program guide of claim 1 wherein said video I ayer contains a 
plurality of objects and said graphics layer emphasizes a select number of the objects 
and de-emphasizes a remainder of objects. 



13. (Original) The program guide^f claim 12 wherein said objects are a list of 
program titles. 

14. (Original) The program guide of claiWi 1 wherein the graphi:: s layer is prestored in 
a user terminal. 



1 5. (Original) The program guide of claim 1 
to a user terminal. 



in the graphics layer is transmitted 



16. (Currently amended) A method of interaction for asorogram guide: 

generating, within service provider equipment of an Informs ion distribution 

system, a bitstream representing said program guide having V vid ■ o layer and a 

graphics layer; 

communicating said bitstream to subscriber equipment; 
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converting, within said subscriber equipment, said bitstrean into a display of said 
program guide; and 

selectively providing at least one of emphasis and de-emph ; sis of at least one 
user selectable v ideo layer object using said graphics layer. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 1 6 further comprising the st€i | > of producing a 
mask/reveal overlay within said subscriber equipment. 

18. (Original) Theonethod of claim 17 wherein said producing s . *p further comprises 
extracting said a masR/reveal overlay from said graphics layer in s ; id bitstream. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 17 wherein said mask/revea overlay is 
dynamically updated using Information from said graphics layer that is extracted from 
the bitstream. 

20. (Original) The method of cfeum 16 further comprising identifi ing objects in the 
display through manipulation of a user input device. 

21 . (Original) The method of claim 20Wherein said identifying si ep further comprises 
the step of emphasizing an object with respect to other objects. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 21 furthe\comprising the stco of selecting an 
emphasized object to initiate a new context. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 22 wherein said)\ew contex : is a preview video. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 22 wherein said content is a advertisement 
video. 
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15. (Original) The method of claim 16 further comprising the step of extracting a 
ferent program guide from said bitstream. 

26. \ (Original) The method of claim 25 wherein each said program guide has audio 
that is isommon to multiple program guides. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16 wherein all >: bject identification 
functions araprefonmed locally to the subscriber equipment. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16 further com : rising identifying an 
object and selecting the identified object to synchronously jump frc in broadcast mode to 
pointcast mode. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 28 further com : rising the step of 
returning to the broadcasWiode when a pointcast transmission en :is. 

30. (Previously Presented JsThe method of claim 16 wherein ide ' itification and 
selection of an object causes tn^ graphics layer to emphasize cert ; in objects with 
respect to remaining objects. 

31 . (Previously Presented) The m^hod of claim 16 further com : rising the steps of: 
selecting an emphasized object ita said program guide; 
communicating the selection to service provider equipment; and 
sending, from said service provider equipment, a multi-media bitstream 

corresponding to said selected object. 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claify 31 wherein sai :l multi-media 
bitstream is a video-on-demand movie. 



33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 16 further com] (rising the steps of: 
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selecting an efr^phasized object in said program guide; 

causing an event in tha^ervice provider equipment, where naid event is on or 
more of tuning to an analog channel^tuQing to a digital channel or launching a resident 
capability in the service provider equipment. 



fa 
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